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On behalf of the University of Southern California (“University” or “USC”), I am writing 
to request the Planning and Land Use Management Committee (“PLUM Committee”) 
recommend to the City Council denial of the appeal of the above-referenced project. 

The proposed 95-unit development will provide housing for 272 graduate students at 
USC’s Health Sciences Campus (the “Project”). This Project, combined with a previous 
456-bed project, will provide much-needed housing and reduce the need for students to 
seek off-campus housing in the surrounding communities. Having our students live on 
campus allows them to focus on their healthcare education and increases the quality of 
the students’ experience while attending graduate school on the campus. Locating 
student housing on campus has the added environmental benefit of decreasing vehicular 
traffic, as Project residents will no longer need to drive to and from campus on a daily 
basis. 

The City Planning Commission unanimously approved the Project at its October 11, 2018 
public hearing. Importantly, in its determination, the Commission noted the Project 
would provide the campus much-needed additional student housing and lessen the 
pressure on the surrounding community to accommodate USC Health Sciences Campus 
students. 

The University has met multiple times with the appellant and staff from City Council 
District 14 to address the appellant’s concerns. Based on recent discussions with CD 14, 
the University and CD 14 agree to the following voluntary commitments: 

1) The University agrees, and will request that American Campus Communities, the 
student housing developer agree, to the local hiring and procurement condition 
language detailed in the attachment. Upon project approval, these efforts will 
focus on this specific student housing project. The University will use data and 
analysis gathered in connection with the student housing project to inform further 
long-term efforts for other projects on the USC Health Sciences Campus, 
including strengthening local hiring discussions with additional stakeholders. 

2) The University agrees to work with ACC and CD 14 to identify a mutually 
agreeable entity to assume responsibility for local hiring efforts, data and analysis 
for the lifetime of this project. 
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3) USC will request that ACC agree to provide, within six months of project 
approval, $50,000 into a training fund to be managed by an entity mutually agreed 
upon by the University and CD 14. If there is additional demand for these funds, 
USC will request that ACC commit to additional funding not to exceed $50,000 
for a total commitment to the training fund of $100,000. 

The University and CD 14 agree to the following additional voluntary commitments: 

- The University and CD 14 commit to ongoing discussions with each other 
regarding the implementation of a “Quiet Zone” designation. 

- The University commits to the continued development of a digital literacy 
strategy including a mobile computer lab accessible by residents of Ramona 
Gardens, Boyle Heights, El Sereno and surrounding neighborhoods. The 
University will continue to finalize outside funding by the California Emerging 
Technology Fund. 

- The University commits to working with CD 14 and other community 
stakeholders to ensure that local businesses are aware of and provided an 
opportunity to participate in the USC Bridges to Business Success Program. 

- USC’s East Area collaborative agrees to the formation of a subcommittee to 
discuss USC HSC issues. The University is committed to enhancing outreach 
efforts by its current East Area Community Collaborative to improve 
opportunities for community leaders and stakeholders to engage in discussion on 
ongoing construction efforts. 

- The University is committed to working with CD 14 and stakeholders to engage 
in ways to provide additional services to the Ramona Gardens library and Ramona 
Gardens residents. Some of these services may include General Education 
Development (GED) instruction for Ramona Gardens residents. 

We believe these voluntary commitments along with existing ongoing University 
outreach and investment in the community demonstrate the University’s commitment to 
the community and its desire to be a good neighbor. 

Since the completion of the 2011 Health Sciences Campus Master Plan, the University 
has constructed four new buildings that provide cutting edge medical research and patient 
care for the region. Each of these development projects went through a City of Los 
Angeles public review and approval process, which included dozens of community 
meetings, publicly noticed Department of City Planning hearings, City Planning 
Commission approvals, and, where needed, City Council approvals. As part of these 
approvals, the university voluntarily provided $1,000,000 in funding to support Hazard 
Park and an additional $100,000 to the Los Angeles Department of Transportation to 
assist with the surrounding community’s traffic and parking needs. 

In addition to the buildings, the University has undertaken an extensive streetscape 
beautification and improvement project on the public streets that traverse the campus. 
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This includes the undergrounding of overhead utilities, building a new City street on USC 
land that was subsequently dedicated to the City, adding more than 200 net new street 
trees, widening sidewalks and placing two new street signals at campus intersections to 
enhance safety for pedestrians and vehicles. During this time, circulation around and 
through the campus has been challenging, but the end result will be safer, more walkable 
and beautiful public streets. 

I wanted to conclude by highlighting just a couple of the key ways the University 

supports our surrounding community. The Neighborhood Academic Initiative was 

recently introduced at the Health Sciences Campus; through this program, students at 
participating neighborhood schools go through an intensive mentoring program from 

sixth to 12 th grade, receiving tutoring, college skills, and prep courses on campus on 

weekdays and Saturdays. Upon successfully completing the program, students who are 
admitted to USC are provided a full scholarship (and many receive scholarships to elite 
universities around the country). Our neighboring students at Francisco Bravo Magnet 
Medical High School also participate in USC’s Science, Technology, and Research/ 
Engineering (STAR) program on campus, learning about science and math and 
conducting important research in USC labs with USC faculty and USC students at their 
side. From mobile dental health clinics in the community to science fairs on campus to 
dozens of community programs funded by USC’s Good Neighbors Campaign, USC 
faculty, staff and students - including those that will live in the Project - are committed 
to investing in and engaging with our surrounding community. 

We welcome this important student housing Project to the USC Health Sciences Campus 
and look forward to the benefits it will provide for our students, and the indirect benefit 
of reduced traffic and improved parking for our neighbors. 

Sincerely, 

Martha M. Escutia 

Vice President for Government Relations 
University of Southern California 

CC: Councilmember Jose Huizar’s Office 

Department of City Planning 

Attn: Ms. Courtney Shum 
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